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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:         January 16, 2025 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are the department's activities during December 2024. 

 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 

Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
12/11/24  
Approved 

 C-06-25-194-X-00 COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS FUNDING FOR THE NEW RIVER 
COMMUNITY PARK PLAYGROUND RENOVATION 
Authorize the Community Solutions Funding Proposal 
request for the New River Community Park, as managed by 
Kiwanis Club of New River, Playground Renovation in the 
amount of $500,000 with an expected start date of 
December 11, 2024.  The Board of Supervisors’ Community 
Solutions Funding (CSF) is primarily intended to cover the 
cost of initiatives that carry the potential of advancing 
Maricopa County’s Strategic Goals and provide a clear 
public benefit for Maricopa County residents. 

12/11/24  
Approved 

 C-30-09-026-3-01 AMENDMENT FOUR TO MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
WITH KIWANIS CLUB OF NEW RIVER 
Approve and execute Amendment Four (“Amendment 
Four”) to the Management Agreement (“Agreement”) 
between Maricopa County and Kiwanis Club of New River 
(“Kiwanis”) (C-30-09-029-3-01) to extend the term for 
twenty (20) years beginning April 4, 2028, through April 3, 
2048, with a renewal option, and construction of new 
playground to the New River Community Park.  Community 
Solutions Funds in the amount not-to-exceed $500,000 will 
be used to pay for the cost of the new playground. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY25 THROUGH DECEMBER):  
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FY25 BUDGET REPORT (THROUGH PERIOD 06):  

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• David Jordan – Rehire – Deputy Director – Parks and Recreation - HQ – 12/30/2024 
• Andrew Torres – Promotion – Park Maintenance Worker – San Tan – 12/23/2024 
• Emily Hogan – Transfer – Contact Station Assistant – White Tanks – 12/9/2024 

Farewells: 
• Don Harris – Park Supervisor – Cave Creek – 12/18/2024  

Current Vacancies: 
• P15449 Contact Station Assistant – Lake Pleasant 
• P76865 Contact Station Assistant – Cave Creek 
• P80302 Park Custodian – Lake Pleasant 
• P19536 Park Maintenance Worker – Estrella Mountain 
• P76932 Park Maintenance Worker – San Tan 
• P77031 Park Maintenance Worker – White Tank 
• P1481   Park Supervisor – White Tank 
• P17148 Park Supervisor – Usery  
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
VOLUNTEERS: 
Lake Pleasant: 
The Ocean Conservancy and American Express hosted a large shoreline clean-up on December 7th.   
 
Hours (FY25 through December) 

 

 
 
TRAILS: 
Maricopa Trail: 

• Segment 3 – Bush Highway Trailhead Parking Lot – repainted lines, installed signs, and installed a new 
pipe rail fence to prevent vehicles from climbing the hill behind the parking lot.  

  
• Segment 2 - Temporarily closed due to Bald Eagles nesting along the 

trail.  We are working with the Arizona Game and Fish Department to 
monitor the progress of this nesting season.  Last year, several eaglets 
were successfully fled.  This year, the same pair returned with reports of 
two eggs already in the nest. 
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BUCKEYE HILLS REGIONAL PARK: 
The County and the City of Buckeye entered into an Inter-Governmental Agreement, whereas, as of the effective 
date, the City of Buckeye is responsible for the full management and maintenance of the General Joe Foss 
Shooting Range.  The public portion of the range is anticipated to be open no later than the week of October 6, 
2025. 

 
DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER AT LAKE PLEASANT: 

• Center Programming: 
o 29 programs to 4 schools – 865 participated.  Aquatic Life was the most popular program for 

December of 2024, being taught 7 times. 
• Park Programming: 

o 71 park programs - 685 participants.  Our most popular programs continued to be our various 
discovery stations, especially the ones focused on meeting our wildlife ambassadors.  Stargazing 
is also exceptionally popular. 

 
ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
The Junior National Foundation at Tres Rios Golf Course offers free golf to junior golfers, especially at-risk youth.  
They collaborate with organizations like the SW Section of the PGA's Firebirds, US Kids Golf, and the First Tee of 
Phoenix.  This fall, they ran their first PGA Junior League, which included internal events, practices, and travel, all 
free to participants.  PGA General Manager Bill Shea led the team in organizing practices and events, supported 
by PGA Members Jake DeYoung and Derrold Theon.   
 
HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 

• Events:  
o Students competing in the Arizona State Envirothon conducted their training at the Preserve in 

preparation for the statewide event.  
• Volunteers: 

o Friends of Hassayampa graciously donated a custom snake enclosure and a habitat enclosure 
for our Sonoran Mud Turtle. 

 
MCDOWELL MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Natural Resources:  
o The supervisor met with the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management staff and 

interested contractors regarding the upcoming defensible space clearing project. 
• Projects: 

o A substantial water leak was detected, located, and repaired near the North Trail parking lot at the 
Northwest end. 

 
SAN TAN MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events: 
o December 6, 2024 - Equine Trail Sports - 6 participants.   
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o December 6-8, 2024 - Aravaipa Running's Frenzy Run and Ride - 900 runners and 200 cyclists.  
o December 14, 2024 - Zia Ride's Dawn to Dusk mountain bike race - 900 participants. 

 
SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 

• Volunteers: 
o The Sun City Hiking Club came out to perform their annual work project on December 12, 2024.  

The group carried two new plank bridges approximately 1/4 mile down to the Jewel of the Creek 
crossing and replaced the old weathered bridges.  The Club also dug out some erosion control 
drains on the Dragonfly Trail. 

 

   
 
WHITE TANK MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Training:   
o Finishing out the volunteer training for the season.  Volunteers could also attend snake training 

to relocate snakes within gathering areas properly.  
 

 
 
 
VULTURE MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department (MCPRD) and Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation (MCDOT) entered into an Inter-departmental Agreement (IDA), where MCDOT has the 
responsibilities of a construction manager for Phase II and Phase III improvements.   
 


