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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:         December 12, 2024 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are the department's activities during November 2024. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 
Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
11/20/24  
Approved 

 C-06-25-177-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for October 2024, for a cash value of $920.58. 

11/20/24  
Approved 

 C-18-25-031-X-00  AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) EXPENDITURE 
APPROVALS AND BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
Increase by $2,689,700 for Investment in Parks 
 
Finally, authorize the Office of Budget and Finance to make 
the following adjustments to revenue and expenditure 
authority in FY 2025 for the Non Departmental Grants Fund 
(249) Non Recurring Non Project (NRNP) Unassigned 
Contingency (4711) in the following department: 
 
Non Departmental (D470): $397,484 
 
Grant revenues are not local revenues for the purpose of the 
constitutional expenditure limitation, and therefore, 
expenditure of the funds is not prohibited by the Budget 
Law. Approval of this action does not alter the budget 
constraining the expenditure of local revenues duly adopted 
by the Board pursuant to A.R.S. §42-17105. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY25 THROUGH NOVEMBER):  
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FY25 BUDGET REPORT (THROUGH PERIOD 05):  

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• Jennifer Waller – Promotion – Director, Parks and Recreation – 11/11/2024 
• Tony Blanco – Promotion – Trails Specialist, Estrella Mountain – 11/11/2024 

Farewells: 
• Rhonda Troiani – Contact Station Assistant – 11/21/2024 
• Brandy Sherman – Park Custodian – 11/24/2024  

 
Current Vacancies: 

• P15449  Contact Station Assistant – Lake Pleasant 
• P76865  Contact Station Assistant – Cave Creek 
• P80302  Park Custodian – Lake Pleasant 
• P19536  Park Maintenance Worker – Estrella Mountain 
• P76932  Park Maintenance Worker – San Tan 
• P77031  Park Maintenance Worker – White Tank 
• P14334  Park Supervisor – Estrella Mountain 
• P1481    Park Supervisor – White Tank 
• P17148  Park Supervisor – Usery  
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
VOLUNTEERS: 
Hours (FY25 through November) 

 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 

• Staff hosted seven Seed Pellet Toss Events across several parks (Cave Creek Regional Park, Estrella 
Mountain Regional Park, McDowell Mountain Regional Park, Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area, Usery 
Mountain Regional Park, and White Tank Mountain Regional Park). Tossing a total of 10,360 seed pellets 
and scattering over 60 pounds native seed, representing 65 native plant species. 

• Staff is on the Southwest Vegetation Management Associations board and helped to coordinate a two-
day conference that brought more than 85 attendees to learn about best management practices for 
invasive species management. 

• Staff presented at the Southwest Fire Consortium 4th Annual Conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with 
over 600 participants attending. The presentation was on Wildfire Effects on Saguaros within the Sonoran 
Desert, raising awareness on the impacts to our Saguaros and the Sonoran desert habitat.  
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TRADES: 
• During November, the Trades Crew 
 Completed 26 work order requests. 

• Training 
 Completed  - M18 Water Inspection System Training. 
 Completed - Arizona 811 Damage Prevention and Safety Training.    

TRAILS: 
• Maricopa Trail: 
 Segment 8 – South Mountain Park – National Trail Alignment – Inspection and sign replacements. 
 Segment 14 – Lake Pleasant to I-17 – Inspection and tread repairs/reconstruction. 

 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

• McDowell:  
 Installed a new CXT prefabricated shower building in Ironwood Campground.   
 Restroom 8 received new septic plumbing and leach field.  

   
CAVE CREEK REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events: 
 November 9, 2024 – Cave Creek Cactus Classic – mountain bike race.  

 
DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER AT LAKE PLEASANT: 

• Center Programming: 
 76 programs to 10 schools – 674 participated 

• Park Programming:  
 85 programs – 1,376 attended 

 
ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events: 
 November 23, 2024 – Aravaipa’s Fat Ox Run – on the 1-mile sidewalk – 150 runners.  
 November 30, 2024 – Jingle Bells Trot Endurance rides – 25 equestrians. 

 
HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 

• Volunteers:  
 Hassayampa Friends Group, along with volunteers, gave four guided events – approximately 70 

people attended to learn about the ecosystem of the Hassayampa River corridor.  
 
LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events: 
 November 2, 2024 – Arizona Yacht Club Sailing Regatta – 25+ sailboats. 
 November 17, 2024 – Boaters Certification Course – 70 individuals have been certified to date. 
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 November 26, 2024 – Partner - City of Chandler hosted a special hike to Yavapai Point – 
approximately 12 participants.  

• Volunteers:  
 November 2, 2024 – Castle Creek Round-up – 20 volunteers participated with clean up and several 

vendors and wildlife exhibitors were on hand.  
 
MCDOWELL MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events: 
 November 2, 2024 – Ragnar Relay – 2,389 participants 
 November 8, 2024 – Lead, Follow – equestrian event – 50 participants 

• Projects: 
 Rowland Campground received some new picnic tables and firepits. 

 
SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 

• Events: 
 November 9, 2024 – Cave Creek Cactus Classic Mountain Bike Race – 217 participants on a 25-mile 

race between Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area and Lake Pleasant Regional Park. 
 November 16, 2024 – Desert Discovery Day occurred on the Jewel of the Creek.  Interpretive Ranger 

provided a booth at the event. 
 
WHITE TANK MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Maintenance: 
 Aging Infrastructure – major leak occurred under the parking lot of the maintenance compound 

resulting in water being turned off to the entire park and County Library. County vendor successfully 
located and repaired the leak on the same day leak was reported.  Water turned back on later that 
day.   

 


