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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:         November 14, 2024 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are the department's activities during September and October 2024. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 
Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
09/25/2024 
Approved 

C-18-25-021-X-00 AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) EXPENDITURE 
APPROVALS AND BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS:  Approve the 
following reallocation and uses of American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding consistent with the Board of 
Supervisors approved priorities. 
 
-Increase by $6,451,828 for Investment in Parks 

09/25/2024 
Approved 

C-30-25-002-X-00 PERMANENT ADDITION TO THE FLEET:  Approve a 
permanent addition to the fleet of one (1) vehicle for the 
Parks and Recreation Department, Usery Mountain 
Regional Park, as follows:  One (1) small pick-up truck with 
an estimated cost of $37,000 plus taxes and onboarding 
costs.  Staff will use the vehicle while performing park 
repair and maintenance activities. 

09/25/2024 
Approved 

C-30-15-004-M-08 AMENDMENT TO MONOPOLE USE MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT WITH CROWN CASTLE AT LAKE PLEASANT:  
The Consent sets forth the approval of modifications to the 
existing Crown Castle monopole communications tower at 
Lake Pleasant Regional Park.  The construction consists of 
removing the existing microwave on the tower and replace 
with new microwave for carrier AT&T.  The size of the 
microwave will not change, therefore no change in 
appearance on the tower.  This will enhance the wireless 
communication for recreational users at the Park and 
surrounding areas.     

09/25/2024 
Approved 

C-30-99-014-2-01 EXERCISE BLM LAND LEASE AT SAN TAN MOUNTAIN 
REGIONAL PARK:  Approve and execute the Department of 
the Interior Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) 
Recreation or Public Purposes Lease for the 6,908.6 acres 
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of land at San Tan Mountain Regional Park (“Park”) that is 
was under a Cooperative Recreation Management 
Agreement (“CRMA”) (C-30-99-014-2-00) until 2013, 
followed by a contribution of services to manage the Park 
in accordance with the BLM approved Park plan.  The term 
of the lease is twenty-five (25) years with a privilege of 
renewal. 

09/25/2024 
Approved 

C-06-25-099-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION:  In accordance 
with County Policy A2508, accept the monthly donation 
report received from Parks and Recreation for August 2024, 
for a Cash Value of $373.92. 

10/23/2024 
Approved 

C-06-25-146-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION:  In accordance 
with County Policy A2508, accept the monthly donation 
report received from Parks and Recreation for September 
2024, for a Cash Value of $734.77 and Non-Cash Value of 
$181.86. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY24 THROUGH OCTOBER):  
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FY24 BUDGET REPORT (THROUGH PERIOD 05):  

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• Christopher Malm – Park Maintenance Worker – McDowell 10/7 
• Jason Booth (Internal transfer) – Park Assistant – Hassayampa 10/14 
• Steve DaCosta (Internal Transfer) – Park Education Supervisor – DOC – 10/14 
• Sierra Miller – Contact Station Assistant – Lake Pleasant -10/21 
• Angela Anderson – Executive Assistant – Headquarters – 11/4 
 

Farewells: 
• Augustine Gonzales – Park Maintenance Worker – White Tank – 10/16 

 
Current Vacancies: 

• P1481 Park Supervisor – White Tank 
• P17148 Park Supervisor – Usery 
• P14334 Park Supervisor - Estrella 
• P19536 Park Maintenance Worker – Estrella  
• P770031 Park Maintenance Worker – White Tank 
• P76932 Park Maintenance Worker – San Tan 
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
DEPARTMENT EVENTS/PROGRAM: 

• 100 Miles in 100 Days Challenge: The goal of the 100 Miles in 100 Days Challenge is to get people 
outdoors to experience the beauty of the Sonoran Desert while also getting back into their fitness 
routines after a long, hot summer!  The Challenge officially kicked off on November 1, 2024, and runs 
through February 8, 2025.  However, participants were given the option to start on October 25, 2024, so 
they could help staff test out the program app prior to the official kick-off.  
 
Currently, there are nearly 1,900 individuals registered on the app and participants have entered more 
than 2,500 treks.  To help participants reach their goals, the rangers are offering and advertising their 
guided fitness programs on the Challenge Facebook page.  This year’s program administrative team is 
Candi Jones (Cave Creek Regional Park Park Office Assistant) and Koy Mangan (Lake Pleasant 
Regional Park Supervisor). 

 
VOLUNTEERS: 

• Department 
 In-person Safety training will begin on October 31st.  Each Thursday, Bill Klewer (Volunteer 

Coordinator) will be holding training at a different park. 
 The volunteers were issued their new uniforms for the fall/winter season.   

• Lake Pleasant  
 The OdySea Aquarium participated in a large clean-up at Lake Pleasant on September 29th, with 

200 volunteers and 17 divers. 
 
Hours (FY24 through August) 
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TRADES: 
• During September, the Trades Crew 
 Completed 23 work order requests. 
 Completed 20 locator service calls. 

• During October, the Trades Crew 
 Completed 28 work order requests. 
 Completed 49 locator service calls.  

• Parks 
 San Tan – Major wash/culvert was repaired and armored.  

• Safety 
 Staff completed a Mobile Crane Train the Trainer Course.       

 
TRAILS: 

• Maricopa Trail: 
 New trail counters have been installed at McDowell, White Tank, and San Tan Mountain Regional 

Parks, including the current one at Spur Cross.  
 Maricopa Trail 2.0 – The Department is writing a scope of work to begin hiring a consultant to plan 

the next phases.  
• Park Trails: 
 McDowell - Trail damage remediation from the recent Gate fire.  Installed new water control features 

in anticipation of the rainy season and removed slash, berms, and narrowed corridors where the 
tread could be smoothed for rideability. 

 San Tan - Surveyed and reviewed the line for the new trailhead in the new remote parking lot on 
Wagon Wheel Rd. and conferred with the Park Supervisor on the location of new trail gates. 

 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

• Buckeye Hills:   
 Host Sites - This project was completed and included installing water, sewer, and electricity to the 

two host sites. 
 Berm Remediation —The County’s vendor finalized the remediation report on October 28, 2024. The 

report concluded that there are elevated lead counts within the berm and that the amount of 
leachable lead and antimony needs to be curtailed to protect the surrounding environment. The next 
step is to complete the remediation work starting November 18, 2024. 

• Lake Pleasant: 
 Agua Fria - Chlorinator installation completed. 

• McDowell:  
 Campground Upgrades - This project was completed and includes installing new electrical 

pedestals, hose bib risers, and isolation valves at each site.  Nine new high-amperage SES cabinets 
were installed to replace the old ones.  Fourteen new campsites were constructed in the south loop. 

• Multiple Projects: 
 Maricopa County Department of Transportation – Access Studies  - started for White Tank 

Competitive Track and McDowell.  
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 New Development – The Board of Supervisors approved construction contracts for Vulture Mine 
Phase II and III (day-use and camping) and Estrella’s (54 sites) campground.  

 

   
 
CAVE CREEK REGIONAL PARK: 

• Maintenance:  
 AJP Electric began valve box cleanouts in the campground and is still working on this project as of 

the first week of October. 
 
DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER AT LAKE PLEASANT: 

• Maintenance: 
 New cabinets were installed throughout, which added storage for the program materials.  

• Park Programs: 
 Rangers hosted 75 programs for 536 participants.  The October heat wave significantly impacted 

this number. 
• Training:  
 Both Department Animal Curators attended a venomous snake handling certification course.  Both 

passed!  The Rangers are gearing up to train park staff and hosts on safely capturing and relocating 
venomous snakes. 

 Rangers and HQ staff represented the Parks Department at the County Benefits and Wellness Fair, 
and talked to County employees about trails, annual pass discounts, amenities that our parks offer, 
and the Sonoran Desert in general. 

 
ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events: 
 A public car club event took place in the Estrella Turf Picnic Area - about 800 people and car club 

members. 
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HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 
• Events: 
 Park hosted the Wickenburg Leadership Initiative meeting. 

• Maintenance 
 HMI Landscaping performed downed tree and limb removal in park sections and repaired the stairs 

leading to the river trails. 
• Media:   
 The local news ran a segment on the Preserve’s “wind phone.”  Visitation to the phone has picked up 

drastically since it aired, and the segment was also aired in several other states. 
• Volunteers:  
 Volunteer-led highway clean up.  Individual performed 5 hours of service. 

 
LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events:  
 Boater's Education – October  20, 2024 - Josh Hoffman from Arizona Game and Fish Department - 

twenty public members attended the 5-hour class.  Since June 2024, over 50 Boaters Certifications 
have been issued due to this partnership. 

 Castle Creek Triathlon – October 5, 2024 – by Four Peaks Running - Two hundred fifty participants, 
50 spectators, and 30 volunteers.  

 Arizona Yacht Club – Sailing Regatta – over several dates during the year.  
• Media:  
 Discovery Channel – September 4, 2024 - filmed episode of “Brothers Go West” (a house hunting 

show).  
 
MCDOWELL MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events:  
 Hosted three large special-use events during October.  Bike MS (Multiple Sclerosis Fundraiser 

cycling event), Arizona Cycling Association (youth mountain biking), and Aravaipa's Javelina 
Jundred, filled the park with thousands of race participants. 

 An ultra-marathon running event occurred on September 21, 2024, into the early morning of the 
22nd.  Over 600 participants came for races in length, from 7k to 75k. 

• Natural Resources:   
 A wildfire started on the park's western boundary, entering the park from adjacent City of Scottsdale 

Preserve land.  The Park was closed for fire operations from September 12, 2024, to noon on 
September 14, 2024.  The total acreage burned totaled 1008 acres. 

 The Trails crew has been rehabbing trails affected by the Gate Fire, which burned 1,000 acres within 
park boundaries in September.  Fire break and equipment access impacted Delsie, Pemberton, and 
Granite Trails. 

• Projects:  
 The Ironwood Tent Campground opened for camping on October 1, 2024, and the North Loop of the 

Rowland Developed Campground opened on October 15, 2024. 
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SAN TAN MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
• Events:  
 On September 21, 2024, the "Walk with a Dog" event was held.  Pinal County Animal Control brought 

dogs up for adoption to walk with park patrons. 
 On October 25, 2024, Jewell School had around 100 students hike the Goldmine Trail, where they 

had a couple of education displays set up by their teachers to learn about the Sonoran Desert, the 
park flora and fauna, and the rich history of the miners who lived and are buried in the park (Mr. 
Mansel Carter and Marion Kennedy). 

 On October 30, 2024,  the Town of Queen Creek and Gilbert Fire Departments held a joint fire cadet 
mountain rescue training course using the big wheel on the Goldmine Trail. 

 
SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 

• Trails:  
 The northern section of Dragonfly Trail that connects the Jewel of the Creek Preserve to the Spur 

Cross Trail has been renamed the Boca Grande Trail to differentiate this connector trail from the 
southern section that loops around the riparian area along Cave Creek, connecting into the Jewel of 
the Creek Preserve. 

 
USERY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Natural Resources:  
 Arizona Department of Forestry & Fire Management completed their shaded fuel break work on 

Usery Pass Road.  This will increase the park's resiliency against the rapid spread of wildland fire. 
• Operations:  
 Staff hosted the MCLEAPS internship students from Arizona State University on October 30, 2024.  

Over a dozen students working as interns in different County departments learned about operations, 
maintenance, and the Parks department. 

 
 
 


